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whole nation—it would give a much less sure ground for action,
for, though the nation was attached to its old customs, it was
familiar by this time with the new theological speculations. A
policy of prosecuting for heresy would also especially endanger
the loyalty of London, where the groups of the new religion
were most numerous and formed a better organized minority
than anywhere else in the kingdom. Modern readers of history
remark the punishment for heresy was by burning, while that
for treason was only hanging, drawing, and quartering. Burning
we think of to-day as spectacular and more likely to meet with
a reaction than hanging. But to think this of the sixteenth
century is to misunderstand the times. No one then, or for a
hundred years afterwards, troubled about the punishment of
burning; they thought it quite normal, as we to-day think penal
servitude normal. And, for the matter of that, the punishment
for treason, by which a man was half strangled, then cut down,
mutilated, ripped up, his heart groped for in his body by the
executioner while he was yet alive and pulled out, and then his
dead body cut into quarters and set up in the public places, was
not a fate very much more desirable than burning. Burning was
the regular punishment for other crimes, such as coining and
murder by women, and those who were most angered by the
burning of heretics were not concerned so much with the
cruelty of the punishment as with the religious motives of those
who inflicted it. Cranmer himself, as we have seen, was quite
prepared to burn anyone who affirmed the supremacy of the
Pope or Transubstantiation. The side Mary herself took in the
struggle between her husband Philip, who supported his father,
and the Council we do not know, but she heartily desired the
suppression of heresy, and she certainly acquiesced in the policy
which was ultimately pursued.
Philip strongly supported the more politic course of prosecu-
tion for treason, but the Council were determined to show that
they ruled, and were not to be overborne by the Queen's hus-
band; and this desire to show that England was independent of
Spain formed the leading motive for the burnings that now
followed.
The first man to be burned by the Council was a zealous
Protestant and former priest, called Rogers. He suffered on
February 4, 1555. Five days later Hooper, the Bishop of
Gloucester, who had been one of the most violent of the religious
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